
Austin Neighborhoods Council  
Minutes of the General Meeting 

Austin Energy Building, 721 Barton Springs Rd. 
January 28, 2009 

7:00pm to 9:00pm 
  

 
7:05pm Call to Order and Introductions (There was a big crowd, and intros took 10 min) 
 
7:15pm Marc Ott, Austin City Manager 
Financial conditions and budget reduction process. Mr. Ott plans to present this to the City 
Council on Feb. 11, and town meetings will be scheduled after that, for more community input 
on priorities and concerns regarding budget reductions. The City Manager's presentation and 
email feedback will be posted on ANCWeb 
   
8:05pm An open conversation with Sara Hensley, new Parks and Recreation director. Her 
answers to questions about Rental Car Tax Revenue and Parkland Dedication Fees will be posted 
on ANC Web. Director Hensley's e-mail is Sara.Hensley@ci.austin.tx.us. 
 
8:50pm Waterfront Overlay Task Force Recommendations. 
Danette Chimenti presented the 5 priorities of the task force, from its executive summary (see 
attached). 
Lorraine Atherton moved that "The Austin Neighborhoods Council supports the complete 
recommendations of the Waterfront Overlay Task Force and urges the Austin City Council to 
move forward with the task force's five priority issues as soon as possible." 
Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
9:00pm Announcements and Updates on Ongoing Issues 
Texas Neighborhoods Together Legislative Agenda: Lisa Harris reported that TNT will meet 
Feb. 7 to finalize its legislative agenda. She will circulate the information on ANCWeb. 
Outdoor Music Venues and Neighborhood Compatibility: Danette advised that interested 
neighbors watch the ANC listserve for updates. 
Comprehensive Plan, PC Subcommittee meeting Feb. 3 at 6 pm., City Council briefing Feb. 12. 
ANC candidates forum, scheduled for March 25, need volunteers to contact Mark Boyden. 
Volunteers for Homeless Count/Survey Jan 29 
Neighborhood Assistance Center, interviews are being scheduled; Greg Guernsey assures us that 
the two positions are not affected by the freeze on new hires. 
Information on upcoming meetings about the Hazard Mitigation Plan and Austin Energy's Town 
Hall Meetings will be posted on ANCWeb. 
 
9:15pm Adjourn



WATERFRONT OVERLAY TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(From the Executive Summary) 

 
 
The essential finding from the Taskforce’s eight month review is that the current code has been 
significantly weakened by the changes in the ordinance that have been adopted since 1986 and in 
particular the 1999 re-codification of the ordinance has removed significant protections and incentives 
to promote community benefits and enhancement of the waterfront. The major areas of concern with the 
current ordinance and our primary recommendations to address these issues are: 
 
1 The Goals and Policies enumerated in the Town Lake Corridor Study are  
 no longer referenced as the basis development assessment. 

City Council should re-instate the goal and policies of the Town Lake Corridor Study 
into the waterfront overlay. 

2. The Waterfront Planning Advisory Board’s responsibility to provide contextual oversight of all land use 
decisions within the Overlay district has been abandoned and there is no single point of responsibility 
in the City for protecting and enhancing the lakefront.  Decisions on Waterfront Overlay issues relating 
to various parts of the Land Development code are being made in isolation, without assessing the 
impact to other goals of the Town Lake Corridor Study and other planning documents. 
To ensure cohesive development along the lakefront, the City Council should appoint a 
new Waterfront Planning Advisory Board with the responsibility for reviewing all land 
development issues in the Waterfront Overlay District and providing recommendations to 
City Council. Of course, the City Council will continue to have final authority over all development 
along the waterfront. 

3. The subdistrict maximum building heights that superseded any other provisions of the code were 
removed in the 1999 re-codification. 
The subdistrict maximum heights should be reinstated to the waterfront overlay 
ordinance and they should supersede any other provisions of the Land Development Code.  

4. Bonus provisions were included in the 1986 ordinance to encourage and provide incentives to property 
owners in exchange for achieving stated community benefits.  The bonus provisions did not have a 
means to allocate fairly additional height or increased floor area ratios in response to community 
benefits provided by proposed new development and were removed in the ordinance re-write. 
A method for awarding, implementing and reviewing the bonus provisions to achieve 
community benefits outlined in the 1986 code should be developed.  The bonus 
provisions should be available, with a clear method increasing entitlements 
commensurate with the community benefits provided by the project.  This Task Force 
recommends that City Council reinstated the bonus provisions previously outlined in 
the 1986 ordinance. 

5. Newly adopted citywide design policies conflict with the Waterfront Overlay  
Regulations and remove important protections established by the 1986 ordinance. 
The unique nature of the waterfront requires special consideration, and the Waterfront 
Overlay District ordinance should supersede the Commercial Design Standards and any 
other citywide design policy to the extent that they conflict with the Overlay District 
regulations. 
 

These five items are the Task Force’s priority issues that we recommend to be addressed as soon as possible.    


